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MR. CASTORINA: Today's date is October 10, 

2001. My name is Ron Castorina. I'm at Engine 

24. Accompanied with me is -- 

MR. McCOURT: Tom McCourt. 

Q. We are here to interview -- 

A. Firefighter Richard Billy, Engine Company 24. 

Q. Firefighter Billy, on September 11, can you 
tell us about that day, where you were and what 
happened? 

A. We gota call for an explosion in the World 
Trade Center number 1, roughly about a quarter to nine, 
around there. Got there a few minutes later. | think 
we parked the rig on West and Vesey. 

MR. CASTORINA: Excuse me one second. The 
time is 1123. Sorry. Go ahead. 

A. Okay. Then we entered the north tower on the 
map there for 1 World Trade Center. We were in the 
lobby for a minute or two. We followed, our company 
followed Ladder 20. | believe it was Ladder 20. | 
don't remember this stairwell, but | believe we 
followed Ladder 20. We basically were going up with 
our rollups and our equipment. We took a breather on 
floor number 29 and with Ladder 20 also. 


After a while, we were there for a couple of 
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minutes and then taking a breather. Lieutenant Hansson 
of my -- of Engine Company 24 told me there was a 
civilian, a handicapped person with a friend of his on 
the 29th floor. He told me to stay with him because we 
were riding heavy. We had an extra guy. I hada 

radio. He told me to stay with him. They went up toa 
couple of more floors to the staging area, | believe 

they went to 35, I'm not sure. | was with them for a 

few minutes. 

What happens is a couple of other people came 
by, they wanted to look at their office, | don't know 
why, but for some reason. About that time, | don't 
know exactly what time, | don't have the times down, 
but there was a collapse. At this time, | never knew 
that number 2 World Trade Center was ever hit at this 
point. I'm thinking it's the top of our floor, our 
building, number 1. That's what I'm thinking. 

At that moment, of the collapse, there was a 
Captain from the 21 Engine named William Burke. | 
happened to know him because he used to be a fireman at 
24. He shows up at that time. I'm with this 
handicapped person alone. William Burke, Captain 
William Burke and his men show him up and | told him | 


have this handicapped. I'm with him alone. He took 
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over for me at that moment. He was to go with the 
handicapped person and his friend. 

At about that moment, Lieutenant Hansson came 
down and the other men from 24 came down and said Rich, 
let's go. We started proceeding down from the 29th 
floor. 

Q. Were you getting any radio transmissions, 
because you said you had a radio? 

A. [had a radio but | really can't recall 
hearing anything. He just told me we had to leave. 
Got to about the second or third floor and there was a 
fireman from Squad 18 named Pat Kelly. He said he 
needed help. There was another person who couldn't 
walk. | think he had broken legs, I'm not sure. What 
we did was we split up. Me and Lieutenant Hansson and 
Firefighter Sterling went with Pat Kelly. The other 
two | think continued down that stairwell, wherever 
that was. 

We went through the building into -- with 
Firefighter Kelly from 18, to help with this other 
handicapped. | don't think he was handicapped. | 
think he had broken legs. I'm not sure. He couldn't 
walk. 


Q. Was hea heavy set male? 
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A. Yes, very heavy, and we had Port Authority 
cops with us too, so we got him down another flight of 
stairs | guess in to some kind of lobby. We dragged 
him across, got to the entrance or the exit, building 
number 1. 

Q. Do you want to mark it off. 

A. Somewhere around here. Whatever the exit is 
here. We ran across to building number 6. Us, three 
from 24 Engine, Lieutenant Hansson, me and Sterling, 
Pat Kelly, another fireman and a couple of PA cops 
ran. At that point they had enough men between the PA 
and they had enough men to take care of him. We had 
way too many men. We started to leave, 24. 

At that moment the collapse came. As | found 
out, that would be in our building. We went across, we 
ran across over here. It started collapsing. After 
that, we couldn't see anything. It was all very dark 
and brown. Couldn't see anything. We are just 
waiting. I'm thinking we are trapped. I was giving a 
Mayday, | believe. | think the only response -- 

Q. Did you take cover somewhere? 

A. We went back into the building. After we 
came down, the building overhang, because the building 


had an overhang. 
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As it was coming down where were you? 


| was about here. 
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You had an overhang over here? 

A. There was an overhang, kind of like an 
overhang. That's it. We survived. | found Sterling 
but | couldn't find Hansson. | thought he was dead. | 
went back in here a little bit and came back out. | 
thought we were trapped, so | gave Maydays out. | 
don't think I heard -- somebody responded, what ended 
up being Hansson | think. | thought he was there. | 
thought it was somebody else from 24. | don't think we 
were trapped. After a while it lifted. We saw some 
light here. 

Q. Did you get injured in any way, anybody get 
injured? 

A. No, only abrasions of the eyes. Sol ran 
over here, and there is sort of like a 30 foot drop so 
| didn't want to jump. 

Q. What street is that? 

A. Vesey, like a 30 foot drop. If | had tol 
would have jumped. But! waited a little bit more. We 
found stairs over here. There were stairs here that 
led to the street around here, somewhere around here 


there is stairs, outside stairs. Went down, then | 
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came out. Actually | came out with Pat Kelly and some 
other fireman. | found out later | think Sterling must 
have jumped over here. I'm not sure. Hansson | 
thought was missing. When I came out of here -- 

Q. Once you came out where did you end up? 

A. Isaw some kind of command post outside, 
somewhere, maybe around here. I'm not sure. 

Q. You worked your way over there? 

A. Yes. Then I'm like in a daze, so | kept 
walking around, then | found some other guys from 24 
that came in on their own. 

Q. Then you started meeting up with people? 

A. Then I was taken to the hospital. Because | 
couldn't -- 

Q. Eyes -- 
My eyes were killing me. 
How was your breathing? 
My breathing was all right. 
So you were treated and released? 
Yes. 


What hospital did you go to? 
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The NYU downtown, right by Pace University. 
Q. Anything else you remember or want to add? 


You have pretty much covered everything. If there is 
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anything else you want to add. How was the lighting in 
the stairs and the smoke conditions initially when you 
were in the building? 

A. There was no smoke. You mean going up? 

Q. Yes, when you were going up. When you were 
on the 20th floor helping -- 

A. 29th. 

Q. 29th. How was that floor? Was there any 
smoke or anything? 

A. No. 

Q. Everything looked normal? 

A. Everything looked normal. Never knew the 
other tower was hit. 

Q. When the building started collapsing you 
heard the rumble and -- 

A. Which building, the other one? 
Yes. 
| heard that, | never -- 


Where were you at that point? 
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On the 29 floor. 

Q. On the 29 floor. In other words, when you 
got the signal from Lieutenant Hansson let's go, you 
were up in the 29th? 


A. Yes, with the handicapped person. That was 
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taken over by Captain Burke and his men. 
Q. Okay. Anything else you want to add? 
A. No. 
MR. CASTORINA: Okay. This concludes the 


interview. The time now is 11:33 a.m. 


